










IN 1963 The crypt  
of ST. GILES CHURCH was  
cleared of coffins, THEN 

reopened by the Queen Mother  
as one of the first day- 

centres in London for single  
homeless people.



CELEBRATING

St. Giles Trust - 

MOVING LIVES FORWARD

On with the history lesson

As in the 19th century, so in the 21st, Camberwell has 
plenty of the problems and human tragedies of the  
inner city; homelessness, poverty, unemployment, 
mental or physical health problems, disability, poor basic 
skills and addiction. St Giles Trust was founded in 1962 
to meet those problems and improve the general quality  
of life. People experiencing these issues frequently 
become caught up in the criminal justice system and 
our work has evolved over the years to help offenders 
resettle and rebuild their lives. Our belief in the power  
of people to change remains at our core...



Our STORY

St Giles Trust began in 1962 as the Camberwell Samaritans. 
It was established in the crypt of nearby St Giles Church  
for the purpose of ‘assisting persons suffering in soul,  
mind or body’. 

At the first ever meeting, it was noted that most cases taken 
up fell outside the remit of the state or crossed multiple 
departments of the Welfare State. This still remains a key 
aspect of our work. 

By 1963, money had been raised to convert the crypt into 
a large day centre opened by the Queen Mother. It was the 
first ever day centre for single homeless people in London. 

By the 1980s, around 100 people a day used the day centre 
which was more than the crypt could accommodate. In 
1995, a new premise was opened at our current head office 
at Georgian House. Services extended to include help with 
training and employment. 

Our work further evolved in the 1990s when we started a 
housing casework service in HMP Wandsworth to help stem 
the flow of local prison leavers who presented to us in need 
of housing support. This marked a shift in focus towards 
helping offenders resettle.

We are now one of the leading charities working with serving 
prisoners and ex-offenders and our services reach around 
15,000 each year. However our roots are still with us. We 
remain a charity helping some of the most disadvantaged 
people in society – those who fall through the gaps. 


